
Help and general information
for the recently bereaved

SCARD Membership
Renewal/Application Form
Please tick the appropriate box:

Individual membership £20.00
Joint/Family membership (same address) £30.00
Life membership £200.00
Business membership £300.00

You will receive newsletters and be kept informed of all
our activities.

I/We include a donation of £...................................................................

Name................................................................................................................

Address............................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................

Postcode..........................................................................................................

Telephone No ................................................................................................

Cheques and PO’s payable to SCARD

Total amount enclosed £............................................................................

Members email address..............................................................................

I would like a receipt and enclose a SAE

Has a member of your family been killed/injured
in a road tragedy?

SCARD, Floor 1, 16 Market Street, Brighouse, West Yorkshire HD6 1AP

Tel: 01484 723649 
Help Line: 0845 123 5542

Please feel free to photocopy this form to join and keep the original leaflet.

Standing Order Mandate
Your Bank Name & Address

Account to be Debited
Account name

Account number

Sort Code

Beneficiary Details
Bank Details Barclays Bank PLC

21 Briggate, Brighouse,

West Yorkshire,

HD6 1EB

Account Name Support and Care After Road Death and Injury

(Registered Charity 1081572)

Account Number 10886459

Sort Code 20 - 35 - 84

Payment Details

Please pay the sum of on receipt of this mandate and

then  ANNUALLY on the 1st of April until further notice.

Signature(s)

Contact Tel

Date

Our contact details:

SCARD, Floor 1, 16 Market Street, Brighouse, West Yorkshire HD6 1AP

£

£

www.emsleys.co.uk
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We understand how you feel
At SCARD many of our help line volunteers have been through
similar, heart breaking situations. That’s why we can genuinely
say that we understand the often intolerable mixture of
emotions that follow in the wake of any serious or fatal
accident. To help you deal with the emotional burden, offer
comfort and support and most importantly to listen, we provide
the following services:

• A 9am to 9pm helpline - 365 days a year.

• The help line provides both emotional and practical support for
all people affected by Road Death and Injury.

• SCARD help liners know and have experienced the trauma of
losing loved ones and friends on the roads.

• We will provide you with independent and informative
information with regard to the judicial system.

• Qualified Counsellors who give their time freely - these
volunteers can help you with counselling or assist you gain
access to this important service in your area.

• We may be able to arrange for someone to accompany you to
Inquest, Magistrates and Crown Court if you so wish

• We can arrange for you to speak with a qualified Solicitor, free
of charge for initial independent advice and support.

• Emotional support through group meetings and a personal
supporting system via the telephone or Internet.

• Freely available information of all aspects of Road Safety and
we will continue to raise awareness on all Road Safety matters

Our commitment to road safety
To ensure that our voice is heard in all aspects of road safety, SCARD
works closely with Road Safety Units and has representatives on several
road safety committees and panels furthering the aims of our members.

We also work with the Police, Probation Service, Emergency Services,
Hospitals, Youth Groups, Schools and Youth Offending Teams informing
them of the problems faced by victims of road death and injury.

We produce a Newsletter, sent out to all members informing them of
any updates in legislation and law covering road safety and all matters
affecting members.

We offer educational/rehabilitation workshops for every type of
audience throughout the UK that are tailor-made for each audience. We
can focus on different aspects of road/car crime and social responsibility
and can cover any/all aspects within any given workshop which would
be agreed with the facilitator beforehand.

Why we do, what we do
Concerned individuals originally started our support system in 1993.
They felt there was little in the way of support offered to victims of
road death and injury at that time. That original support system received
the name SCARD in July of 1999 and became a Registered Charity just 12
months later.

SCARD is funded by donation only and we welcome any any fundraising
individuals or organisations. We are always looking for volunteers. If you
feel you can offer any help at all, please don’t hesitate to contact us at
the address or telephone number above.

If you wish to become a member and receive a newsletter please
contact us.

We offer 4 types of membership
• BEREAVED/ INJURED • CONCERNED
• ASSOCIATE • CORPORATE

For further information please contact us at the address opposite.

BOOKLET 1
Covers Criminal Law and
its implications after
Road Death and Injury.

BOOKLET 2
Informs on
compensating the
victims of Road Death
and Injury.

BOOKLET 3
Covers the procedures
at Inquests and the role
of the Coroner.

LEAFLET 4
Advises on the
procedure for Private
Prosecutions.

LEAFLET 5
Information on Appeals.

Useful booklets and leaflets - free to you
We also have a set of useful booklets and leaflets that will give you a real
insight into the legal system, and be of great help when dealing with each
step in the post accident process and understanding your rights as a victim
of Road Death or Injury. The booklets, written by the highly regarded
solicitor Andrew Greenwood from Emsleys solicitors in Leeds, are
presented in clear everyday language for easy understanding.

Your right to bring a private prosecution is set out in Section 6
Prosecution of Offences Act 1985. This Section empowers a person
to bring their own private prosecution circumstances where either
the Police or Crown Prosecution Service have decided not to
prosecute (for whatever reason) or where the Defendant is facing a
less serious charge arising out of the same incident..

So far, so good.   However it is not as good as it might appear. There is a
general policy decision not to encourage private prosecutions. If it was
too simple, and a relatively cheap process there would be many private
prosecutions taking place which may be regarded as undermining the
ability and powers of the Police and thereafter the Crown Prosecution
Service to bring prosecutions in the usual way.

Even worse in a way, even where a private prosecution has been
commenced, the CPS can have a discretion as to whether to take over the
conduct of that prosecution and they can then effectively discontinue the
prosecution or offer no evidence leading to an acquittal.

In other circumstances, the CPS can take over a private prosecution with a
view to securing convictions which they tried to do in the Stephen
Lawrence matter and also successfully in a case arising out of the
Hillsborough Disaster.

What the State cannot do is take over the conduct of the proceedings and
discontinue them because the person bringing the  private prosecution has
lost faith in the State powers.

They can however discontinue if they believe that the evidence is
insufficient to secure a conviction or if the proceedings would be contrary
to the public interest. In other words,  they have to have a good reason if
they were to have taken over the prosecution themselves and then
discontinue.

In terms of procedure, to commence a private prosecution it is necessary
to apply for a Summons from the Magistrates Court. Before they issue a
Summons, the Magistrate needs to be satisfied that firstly, the offence is
known to law i.e. it is a recognised criminal offence; that, secondly, on the
face of it, the potential ingredients of the offence are present in the
allegation; that, thirdly, the offence alleged is not ‘out of time’ and finally,
that they are satisfied the allegation brought by the private prosecution is
not vexatious or an abuse of Court procedure.

Whether or not an offence is ‘out of time’ depends on what the offence is
being alleged by the private prosecution. For example, for offences which
can only be heard by Magistrates Courts there is a strict time limit that
the Summons must be issued within 6 months of the date of the incident.
Different offences have different time limits and it will be necessary to
ensure that the Application for the Summons for a private prosecution is
therefore made within these time limits.

One helpful piece of case law says that a Magistrate cannot decline to
issue a Summons just because the Police/Crown Prosecution Service has
not brought a prosecution themselves.

Another consideration is to note that the right to institute a private
prosecution does not confer a right of access to Police Statements,
Reports and Photographs held by the Police or the CPS. 

That material/documentation is privileged and the private prosecutor
cannot demand that the documentation is handed over. Clearly, in certain
situations this can seriously impede a private prosecutor wanting to bring
a private prosecution. Obviously, in situations where a private prosecution
is commenced, but then taken over by the CPS, the material the CPS are
holding on to, would then be made available. 

Last, but certainly not least, the costs of bringing a private prosecution
can be horrendously high. There is no legal aid or other state assistance
with the costs. Anybody wishing to bring a private prosecution with the
aid of a Solicitor advising them would need to know that the legal costs
can run into thousands of pounds.

Obviously, the longer the private prosecution goes on the more the legal
costs are going to be.

All of this is a difficult and specialised subject. Those who want to find
out more must take specialist advice.
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Bringing Private Prosecutions
info@scard.org.uk
SCARD, PO Box 62, Brighouse HD6 3YY

Office telephone numbers: 01484 723 649

www.emsleys.co.uk
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Appealing a charge
• Ideally the Crown Prosecution Service, (C.P.S) should be in contact with
bereaved families or injured victims before the start of any criminal
court case

• Victims should be informed prior to a court case what charges will be made

• We suggest that as soon as you feel able send a letter to the appropriate
C.P.S. dealing with your case. (Ask your family liaison officer for address) 

• In your letter you should ask the C.P.S to keep you informed of any
decisions made concerning the prosecution of the case, enclosing your
own and your loved ones details. Send your letter by REGISTERED POST 

• If you have concerns that a charge is inappropriate you must make your
dissatisfaction known to the C.P.S before going to court

• If you feel it necessary, ask for a face-to-face meeting with the C.P.S to
explain your concerns. Make sure you take someone along with you for
support. Importantly, they will also be another pair of ears. It can be
difficult to understand all that is being said when you are concerned or
distressed. If you do not understand what is being said ask the person to
repeat as many times as necessary

Please note: Normally the C.P.S will only correspond with bereaved
families or injured victims

Appealing a sentence
• Where there has been a conviction and sentence, the case will have
been prosecuted by the Crown Prosecution Service (C.P.S)

• Unlike the accused, victims or families do not have an automatic right to
appeal against a conviction or a sentence

• There is no right of appeal to a charge and conviction of “Driving
Without Due Care and Attention” also referred to as “Careless Driving”
except by the accused

• C.P.S can only appeal a sentence when that offence is indictable such as
Causing Death by Dangerous Driving. This can only done through the
C.P.S, who have a limited right of appeal

• If a victim or family complains that a sentence is too lenient, there is an
obligation on the CPS to review it

• The CPS should inform victims if they are not going to refer a sentence
to appeal

• It is vitally important to remember that there is the time limit on
appeals: A complaint has to be made within 28 days of sentence

• Do contact the C.P.S. as soon as possible after sentencing

• Contact your own Member of Parliament and get them involved on
your behalf

• In addition you can write directly to the Attorney General.

• Contact SCARD for further information.

SCARD is funded by donation only and we welcome any fundraising
efforts done by individuals and organisations

SCARD is always looking for volunteers. If you feel you can offer any help
at all, please don’t hesitate to contact us at the address or telephone
number below

If you wish to become a member & receive a newsletter please contact us

We offer 4 types of membership

• BEREAVED/ INJURED • CONCERNED
• ASSOCIATE • CORPORATE
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Appeals
info@scard.org.uk
SCARD, PO Box 62, Brighouse HD6 3YY

Office telephone numbers: 01484 723 649

www.emsleys.co.uk
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Make sure you get the right support
We also have an informative website updated regularly at: 

www.scard.org.uk
You can email us at:

info@scard.org.uk
Or write to us at:
SCARD, Floor 1, 16 Market Street, Brighouse, West Yorkshire HD6 1AP

Office telephone number: 01484 723 649

Our help line is staffed 9am to 9pm 365 days a year

Please call if you think we may be able to help.

Or would just like someone to talk to?

0845 123 5542
Calls are charged at local rates
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Make sure you get the right support
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You can email us at:

info@scard.org.uk
Or write to us at:
SCARD, Floor 1, 16 Market Street, Brighouse, West Yorkshire HD6 1AP

Office telephone number: 01484 723 649

Our help line is staffed 9am to 9pm 365 days a year

Please call if you think we may be able to help.

Or would just like someone to talk to?

0845 123 5542
Calls are charged at local rates

SCARD 3rd A4 6pp leaflet:Layout 1  01/05/2014  09:36  Page 2



We understand how you feel
At SCARD many of our help line volunteers have been through
similar, heart breaking situations. That’s why we can genuinely
say that we understand the often intolerable mixture of
emotions that follow in the wake of any serious or fatal
accident. To help you deal with the emotional burden, offer
comfort and support and most importantly to listen, we provide
the following services:

• A 9am to 9pm helpline - 365 days a year.

• The help line provides both emotional and practical support for
all people affected by Road Death and Injury.

• SCARD help liners know and have experienced the trauma of
losing loved ones and friends on the roads.

• We will provide you with independent and informative
information with regard to the judicial system.

• Qualified Counsellors who give their time freely - these
volunteers can help you with counselling or assist you gain
access to this important service in your area.

• We may be able to arrange for someone to accompany you to
Inquest, Magistrates and Crown Court if you so wish

• We can arrange for you to speak with a qualified Solicitor, free
of charge for initial independent advice and support.

• Emotional support through group meetings and a personal
supporting system via the telephone or Internet.

• Freely available information of all aspects of Road Safety and
we will continue to raise awareness on all Road Safety matters

Our commitment to road safety
To ensure that our voice is heard in all aspects of road safety, SCARD
works closely with Road Safety Units and has representatives on several
road safety committees and panels furthering the aims of our members.

We also work with the Police, Probation Service, Emergency Services,
Hospitals, Youth Groups, Schools and Youth Offending Teams informing
them of the problems faced by victims of road death and injury.

We produce a Newsletter, sent out to all members informing them of
any updates in legislation and law covering road safety and all matters
affecting members.

We offer educational/rehabilitation workshops for every type of
audience throughout the UK that are tailor-made for each audience. We
can focus on different aspects of road/car crime and social responsibility
and can cover any/all aspects within any given workshop which would
be agreed with the facilitator beforehand.

Why we do, what we do
Concerned individuals originally started our support system in 1993.
They felt there was little in the way of support offered to victims of
road death and injury at that time. That original support system received
the name SCARD in July of 1999 and became a Registered Charity just 12
months later.

SCARD is funded by donation only and we welcome any any fundraising
individuals or organisations. We are always looking for volunteers. If you
feel you can offer any help at all, please don’t hesitate to contact us at
the address or telephone number above.

If you wish to become a member and receive a newsletter please
contact us.

We offer 4 types of membership
• BEREAVED/ INJURED • CONCERNED
• ASSOCIATE • CORPORATE

For further information please contact us at the address opposite.

BOOKLET 1
Covers Criminal Law and
its implications after
Road Death and Injury.

BOOKLET 2
Informs on
compensating the
victims of Road Death
and Injury.

BOOKLET 3
Covers the procedures
at Inquests and the role
of the Coroner.

LEAFLET 4
Advises on the
procedure for Private
Prosecutions.

LEAFLET 5
Information on Appeals.

Useful booklets and leaflets - free to you
We also have a set of useful booklets and leaflets that will give you a real
insight into the legal system, and be of great help when dealing with each
step in the post accident process and understanding your rights as a victim
of Road Death or Injury. The booklets, written by the highly regarded
solicitor Andrew Greenwood from Emsleys solicitors in Leeds, are
presented in clear everyday language for easy understanding.

Your right to bring a private prosecution is set out in Section 6
Prosecution of Offences Act 1985. This Section empowers a person
to bring their own private prosecution circumstances where either
the Police or Crown Prosecution Service have decided not to
prosecute (for whatever reason) or where the Defendant is facing a
less serious charge arising out of the same incident..

So far, so good.   However it is not as good as it might appear. There is a
general policy decision not to encourage private prosecutions. If it was
too simple, and a relatively cheap process there would be many private
prosecutions taking place which may be regarded as undermining the
ability and powers of the Police and thereafter the Crown Prosecution
Service to bring prosecutions in the usual way.

Even worse in a way, even where a private prosecution has been
commenced, the CPS can have a discretion as to whether to take over the
conduct of that prosecution and they can then effectively discontinue the
prosecution or offer no evidence leading to an acquittal.

In other circumstances, the CPS can take over a private prosecution with a
view to securing convictions which they tried to do in the Stephen
Lawrence matter and also successfully in a case arising out of the
Hillsborough Disaster.

What the State cannot do is take over the conduct of the proceedings and
discontinue them because the person bringing the  private prosecution has
lost faith in the State powers.

They can however discontinue if they believe that the evidence is
insufficient to secure a conviction or if the proceedings would be contrary
to the public interest. In other words,  they have to have a good reason if
they were to have taken over the prosecution themselves and then
discontinue.

In terms of procedure, to commence a private prosecution it is necessary
to apply for a Summons from the Magistrates Court. Before they issue a
Summons, the Magistrate needs to be satisfied that firstly, the offence is
known to law i.e. it is a recognised criminal offence; that, secondly, on the
face of it, the potential ingredients of the offence are present in the
allegation; that, thirdly, the offence alleged is not ‘out of time’ and finally,
that they are satisfied the allegation brought by the private prosecution is
not vexatious or an abuse of Court procedure.

Whether or not an offence is ‘out of time’ depends on what the offence is
being alleged by the private prosecution. For example, for offences which
can only be heard by Magistrates Courts there is a strict time limit that
the Summons must be issued within 6 months of the date of the incident.
Different offences have different time limits and it will be necessary to
ensure that the Application for the Summons for a private prosecution is
therefore made within these time limits.

One helpful piece of case law says that a Magistrate cannot decline to
issue a Summons just because the Police/Crown Prosecution Service has
not brought a prosecution themselves.

Another consideration is to note that the right to institute a private
prosecution does not confer a right of access to Police Statements,
Reports and Photographs held by the Police or the CPS. 

That material/documentation is privileged and the private prosecutor
cannot demand that the documentation is handed over. Clearly, in certain
situations this can seriously impede a private prosecutor wanting to bring
a private prosecution. Obviously, in situations where a private prosecution
is commenced, but then taken over by the CPS, the material the CPS are
holding on to, would then be made available. 

Last, but certainly not least, the costs of bringing a private prosecution
can be horrendously high. There is no legal aid or other state assistance
with the costs. Anybody wishing to bring a private prosecution with the
aid of a Solicitor advising them would need to know that the legal costs
can run into thousands of pounds.

Obviously, the longer the private prosecution goes on the more the legal
costs are going to be.

All of this is a difficult and specialised subject. Those who want to find
out more must take specialist advice.
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Appealing a charge
• Ideally the Crown Prosecution Service, (C.P.S) should be in contact with
bereaved families or injured victims before the start of any criminal
court case

• Victims should be informed prior to a court case what charges will be made

• We suggest that as soon as you feel able send a letter to the appropriate
C.P.S. dealing with your case. (Ask your family liaison officer for address) 

• In your letter you should ask the C.P.S to keep you informed of any
decisions made concerning the prosecution of the case, enclosing your
own and your loved ones details. Send your letter by REGISTERED POST 

• If you have concerns that a charge is inappropriate you must make your
dissatisfaction known to the C.P.S before going to court

• If you feel it necessary, ask for a face-to-face meeting with the C.P.S to
explain your concerns. Make sure you take someone along with you for
support. Importantly, they will also be another pair of ears. It can be
difficult to understand all that is being said when you are concerned or
distressed. If you do not understand what is being said ask the person to
repeat as many times as necessary

Please note: Normally the C.P.S will only correspond with bereaved
families or injured victims

Appealing a sentence
• Where there has been a conviction and sentence, the case will have
been prosecuted by the Crown Prosecution Service (C.P.S)

• Unlike the accused, victims or families do not have an automatic right to
appeal against a conviction or a sentence

• There is no right of appeal to a charge and conviction of “Driving
Without Due Care and Attention” also referred to as “Careless Driving”
except by the accused

• C.P.S can only appeal a sentence when that offence is indictable such as
Causing Death by Dangerous Driving. This can only done through the
C.P.S, who have a limited right of appeal

• If a victim or family complains that a sentence is too lenient, there is an
obligation on the CPS to review it

• The CPS should inform victims if they are not going to refer a sentence
to appeal

• It is vitally important to remember that there is the time limit on
appeals: A complaint has to be made within 28 days of sentence

• Do contact the C.P.S. as soon as possible after sentencing

• Contact your own Member of Parliament and get them involved on
your behalf

• In addition you can write directly to the Attorney General.

• Contact SCARD for further information.

SCARD is funded by donation only and we welcome any fundraising
efforts done by individuals and organisations

SCARD is always looking for volunteers. If you feel you can offer any help
at all, please don’t hesitate to contact us at the address or telephone
number below

If you wish to become a member & receive a newsletter please contact us

We offer 4 types of membership

• BEREAVED/ INJURED • CONCERNED
• ASSOCIATE • CORPORATE
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Make sure you get the right support
We also have an informative website updated regularly at: 

www.scard.org.uk
You can email us at:

info@scard.org.uk
Or write to us at:
SCARD, Floor 1, 16 Market Street, Brighouse, West Yorkshire HD6 1AP

Office telephone number: 01484 723 649

Our help line is staffed 9am to 9pm 365 days a year

Please call if you think we may be able to help.

Or would just like someone to talk to?

0845 123 5542
Calls are charged at local rates
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Help and general information
for the recently bereaved

SCARD Membership
Renewal/Application Form
Please tick the appropriate box:

Individual membership £20.00
Joint/Family membership (same address) £30.00
Life membership £200.00
Business membership £300.00

You will receive newsletters and be kept informed of all
our activities.

I/We include a donation of £...................................................................

Name................................................................................................................

Address............................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................

Postcode..........................................................................................................

Telephone No ................................................................................................

Cheques and PO’s payable to SCARD

Total amount enclosed £............................................................................

Members email address..............................................................................

I would like a receipt and enclose a SAE

Has a member of your family been killed/injured
in a road tragedy?

SCARD, Floor 1, 16 Market Street, Brighouse, West Yorkshire HD6 1AP

Tel: 01484 723649 
Help Line: 0845 123 5542

Please feel free to photocopy this form to join and keep the original leaflet.

Standing Order Mandate
Your Bank Name & Address

Account to be Debited
Account name

Account number

Sort Code

Beneficiary Details
Bank Details Barclays Bank PLC

21 Briggate, Brighouse,

West Yorkshire,

HD6 1EB

Account Name Support and Care After Road Death and Injury

(Registered Charity 1081572)

Account Number 10886459

Sort Code 20 - 35 - 84

Payment Details

Please pay the sum of on receipt of this mandate and

then  ANNUALLY on the 1st of April until further notice.

Signature(s)

Contact Tel

Date

Our contact details:

SCARD, Floor 1, 16 Market Street, Brighouse, West Yorkshire HD6 1AP

£

£

www.emsleys.co.uk

Produced in partnership with
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